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Annual Report 


of the 
Selectmen 


and other 


Town Officers 


of the 


Town of Acworth 
New Hampshire 


For The Year Ending December 31, 2001 
Please Bring this Town Report to Town Meeting 
on Tuesday, March 12, 2002 


Printed by The Letter Man Press, Claremont, NH 
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Old Army Truck 


Oshkosh International 


J. Leonard Balla 
An Honest Hard Working Acworth Roadman 
from the 1930s to the 1970s 


Leonard was born in Acworth in 1908 the son of John and Belle Lufkin 
Balla. He was educated in the schools of this town. An avid hunter and 
fisherman. At an early age he worked with his father in the local mines. 
He was a Jack of all Trades. An equipment operator, truck driver, a garage 
mechanic, a farmer, a pretty good cook, a road builder and an exceptional 
snowplow operator. About snowplowing he use to say, you have to go right 
along so you get rid of it the first time, and that he did, and did it well. He 
retired in 1973 after spending many many years taking care of the roads 
of the Town of Acworth. In rain or shine or snow or ice, Leonard always 
made it through. The town had just one truck to work with but he man- 
aged to take care of those many miles of road. Following in his footsteps to 
serve his town, his son served as a Selectman, his grandson is serving as a 
Selectman and his great grandson is the Lempster Road Agent at this 
time. Guess it comes in the genes. In 2001 J. Leonard and his wife 

F. Evelyn celebrated their 72nd Wedding Anniversary. Now at age 93 
Leonard still worries about the condition of the roads, and also keeps a 
sharp eye out the window to watch for deer up by the apple trees. 
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TOWN OFFICERS & COMMITTEES 


Moderator 


Board of Selectmen 


Town Clerk 
Tax Collector 
Treasurer 


Supervisors of Checklist 


Overseer of Public Welfare 
Health Officer 
Auditor 


Trustees of Trust Fund 


Library Trustee 


Administrative Assistant to 
Board of Selectmen 


Budget Committee 


Road Agent 


Kenneth Grant 


John Balla - 2002 

Camelia Amell — 2003 — Resigned as of 1/14/2002 
Thomas Esslinger - 2002 

Lyman Young — 2004 


Brenda Longley — 2004 
Grant Tallman 
Ear! Luther, Jr 


Elizabeth Gowen - 2002 
Roselva A. Dearden — 2004 
Gordon H. Gowen — 2006 


Cheryl Fish 
Donna Dutton 
Cheryl Fernald 


Marguerite Hanson - 2002 
Kathi Bradt - 2003 
Alston Barrett - 2004 


Ruth Balla — Co-Treasurer - 2002 

Dennis Eaton — Chairman — 2002 — Resigned 2001 
Nancy Miller — 2002 — Replaced Dennis Eaton 
Ella Brown — Co-Treaurer — 2003 

David McWethy — 2003 

Marguerite Hanson — Secretary - 2004 


Grant Tallman 


Torrey Greene - 2002 

Linda Christie - 2002 

Craig Lawler — 2003 — Resigned 2001 
Joel Bishop - 2002 

Howell Longley - 2003 

Ralph Balla - 2004 

Hugh Gendron — 2004 

John W. Balla — Selectman 


Don Porter 


Road Committee Howell Longley - 2002 
James Phinizy - 2002 
J. Matthew Balla - 2003 
Timothy Butson - 2003 
Charles Bradt - 2004 
Hugh Gendron - 2004 


Planning Board Richard Bishop - 2002 
Elizabeth Snider — Resigned 2001 
Pamela McWethy - 2002 
Thomas Esslinger - 2003 
Brenda Longley - 2003 
William Symonds - 2004 
Bruce Bascom — 2004 
John W. Balla - Selectmen 


Conservation Commission Samuel Stephens - 2002 
Peter Wotowiec - 2002 
Robert DeValk - 2003 
John Demars - 2003 
Hugh Gendron - 2004 
Deborah Hinman — 2004 
John W. Balla - Selectman 


Tree Warden G. Kristian Fenderson 


Zoning Board of Adjustment Robert DeValk - 2002 
Charles Ginter - 2002 
James Phinizy - 2003 
Gary Dutton - 2003 
Patrick LeClair - 2004 
Edward Metsack — 2004 — Chairman 
Peter Wotowiec - 2003 


Recreation Committee Tammy Gendron 
Chery] Fernald 
Lisa Brown 
Deborah Bushway 


Town Offices Committee 


Fall Mt. Regional School Board Member 
Town Forester 


Recycling Committee 


Thomas Esslinger — Chairman 
Jack Rieck 

John W. Balla 

Linda Christie 

Gordon Gowen 

Robert DeValk 

James Phinizy 


James Elsesser 
Peter Rhoades 
Earl Luther, Jr 


Sam Stephens 
John Tuthill 


TOWN HALL 


SELECTMEN 


TOWN CLERK 


PLANNING BOARD 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS 


RECYCLING COMMITTEE 


RECREATION COMMITTEE 


LIBRARY TRUSTEES 


LIBRARY HOURS 


DUMP HOURS 


EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS 


REGULAR MEETINGS AND EVENTS 


835-6879 


EVERY MONDAY NIGHT AT 7:30PM 
JOHN W. BALLA, CHAIRMAN 


MON., TUES., & WED., FROM 6:30PM — 8:00PM 
SAT. MORNINGS 9:00AM — 11:00AM 
BRENDA LONGLEY — CLERK — 835-6757 


LAST WED., OF THE MONTH AT 7:30PM 
RICHARD BISHOP, CHAIRMAN 


SECOND WED., OF MONTH — 7:30PM 
SAM STEPHENS, CHAIRMAN 


FIRST WED., OF MONTH AT 7:30PM 
EDWARD METSACK, CHAIRMAN 


FIRST TUES., OF MONTH AT 7:30PM 
TOWN HALL 


SECOND MON. AT 7:00PM | 
SECOND TUES., 9:30AM — AT LIBRARY 


SUNDAY 1:00PM - 4:00PM 
TUES. & THURS. 10:00AM — 4:00PM 


SAT. 8:00AM — 4:00PM 
WED. 11:00AM — 6:00PM 
SUN. 9:00 — 1:00PM 


FIRE - 352-1100 
CLAREMONT DISPATCH - 542-7040 


WARRANT FOR TOWN OF ACWORTH 
MARCH 12", 2002 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Acworth, NH in the County of Sullivan in said state, qualified to vote in 
Town affairs: 


You are hereby notified to bring your votes for Town Officers, and any other questions, to the Town Hall 
on Tuesday, the 12" day of March next, between the hours of 10:00 of the clock in the morning until nine 
of the clock in the evening to act upon the following: 


ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town Officers; 


Moderator — | for 2 Year Term 
Selectmen — | for 3 Year Term 
Selectmen - | for 1 Year Term (unexpired portion of three year term) 
Tax Collector — 1 for 1 Year Term 
Treasurer — | for | Year Term 
Auditor — 1 for 1 Year Term 
Trustee of Trust Funds — 1 for 3 Year Term 
Library Trustee — 2 for 3 Year Term 
Road Committee — 2 for 3 Year Term 
Planning Board — 1 for 1 Year Term (unexpired portion of three year term) 
2 for 3 Year Term 
Budget Committee — 2 for 3 Year Term 
1 for 1 Year Term (unexpired portion of three year term) 
Supervisor of Checklist — 1 for 6 Year Term 


Furthermore, you are hereby notified that discussion and voting on the following articles will commence at 
7:30 of the clock in the evening on March 12" next at the Town Hall 


ARTICLE TWO: To see if the Town will accept the minutes of the Town Meeting of March 13, 2001. 


ARTICLE THREE: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $507,000 (Five 
hundred and seven thousand dollars) for the construction of an addition to and renovation of the Acworth 
Town Hall; $434,000 (Four hundred Thirty Four thousand dollars) of sum to be raised through the issuance 
of bonds or notes under and in compliance with the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33:1 etseq., as amended; 
to authorize the Selectmen to apply for, obtain and accept federal, state or other aid, if any, which may be 
available for said project and to comply with all laws applicable to said project; to authorize the Selectmen 
to issue, negotiate, sell and deliver said bonds and notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon and 
the maturity and other terms thereof; and to authorize the Selectmen to take any other action or to pass any - 
other vote relative thereto. And furthermore to authorize the balance of $73,000.00 (Seventy-three 
Thousand dollars) to be transferred from the December 31 undesignated Fund Balance (surplus)for this 
purpose. And furthermore to authorize the Town Offices Committee to finalize the building design and 
work with the Selectmen as overseers of the construction. 

The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend this article 2/3 ballot vote required 

Polls must remain open one hour after discussion. Discussion of other business can continue during that 
time. 


ARTICLE FOUR: To see if the Town will empower the Selectmen to serve as pound keepers, measurers 
of wood and fence viewers. 


ARTICLE FIVE: To see if the Town will vote to appropriate $20,000.00 as part of the matching grant 
funds being pursued by the Conservation Commission to purchase the development right on 200 more or 
less acres of the David Lyle property. If the Conservation Commission’s Application regarding this 
property is not accepted by the grantors by October 1, 2001, the money will not be appropriated by the 
Town. By Petition. The Selectmen and Budget Committee do not recommend this article. 

(This Article was tabled until the next meeting at the March 13", 2001 Town meeting). 


9 


ARTICLE SIX: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Acworth Planning Board to appoint up to 
three (3) alternate members to the board as provided by State RSA’s 673:6, 673:11 and others. 
By request of the Planning Board. 


ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Planning Board to develop a Capital 
Improvements Program as provided by State RSA’s 674:1, 674:5 and others. 
By request of the Planning Board. 


ARTICLE EIGHT: To see if the Town will vote to rescind the provisions of the Vote of ARTICLE TEN 
as adopted by the Town of Acworth on March 13" 2001 which reads as follows: “To see if the Town will 
vote to deposit 100% of the revenue collected pursuant to RSA 79-A (the land use change tax) in the 
Conservation Fund in accordance with RSA 36-A:5 III as authorized by RSA-79A:25II.” 

By Petition. The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend this article. 


ARTICLE NINE: To see it the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of $15,000 (Fifteen 
thousand dollars) to be placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund (created in 2000) for the purchase of 
Highway Equipment 

The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend this Article. 


ARTICLE TEN: To see if the town will vote and to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000.00 (Twenty 
Five thousand dollars) to be placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund (created in 2001) for the future 
revaluation of the Town. 

The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend this Article. 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the establishment of a capital reserve fund 
(Pursuant to RSA Chapter 35) for the future Town dump closure and to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$25,000.00 (Twenty-five thousand dollars) to be placed in this fund, and appoint the Selectmen as agents to 
expend from the fund. 

The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend this Article. 


ARTICLE TWELVE: To see if the Town will vote to allow the use of road salt and/or comparable 
materials on Town highways as necessary and futhermore to raise and appropriate $3,000.00 (Three 
thousand dollars) for the building and/or equipment necessary to accomplish this purpose. 

The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend this Article. 


ARTICLE THIRTEEN: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation 
of taxes. 


ARTICLE FOURTEEN: This article dependent upon passage of ARTICLE THREE above. To see if the 
Town will advise the Selectmen, by nonbinding vote, of the Town’s preference concerning the length of the 
term of the Town Hall Bonds authorized under Article 3. 

The Selectmen and the Budget Committee recommend a five year term for this article. 


A. Five year bond estimated average tax impact $2.13 per 1000 per year 
estimated total interest $ 54,806 
B. Ten year bond estimated average tax impact $1.17 per 1000 per year 


estimated total interest $107,813 
C. Twenty year bond estimated average tax impact $0.70 per 1000 per year 
estimated total interest $216,468 
ARTICLE FIFTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to authorize $27,000 (Twenty-seven thousand dollars) 
to be transferred from the December 31 undesignated Fund Balance (surplus) for the construction of a 
parking lot for the Town Hall (also to be used by the church), said lot to be located on property belonging 
to the town and/or the church. 


ARTICLE SIXTEEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise sums of money as may become necessary to 
defray town charges for the ensuing year and«make appropriations of the same as recommended in the 
Budget by the Budget Committee. 
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ARTICLE SEVENTEEN: To transact any other business that may legally be brought before this Town 
Meeting. 


Given under hands and seal of the Town of Acworth this 18th day of February 2002. 


Board of Selectmen 


A True Copy of Warrant Attest: John W. Balla A bln 
John W. eee ae Lyman A. Young by 4 fins 
un 


Lyman A. Young Ly A a Son Thomas seins fp ap 
Thomas Esslinger so LES 
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2002 BUDGET FOR TOWN OF ACWORTH 


Purpose of Appropriation 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 


Executive 

Elec., Reg. & Vital Stat. 
Financial Administration 
Revaluation of Property 
Legal Expense 

Planning & Zoning 

Gen. Government Bldgs. 
Cemeteries 

Insurance 

Other Gen. Government 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
Police 

Ambulance 

Fire 

Emergency Mgmt. 
HIGHWAYS & STREETS 
Highways & Streets 
Street Lighting 

General Expenses 
SANITATION 

Solid Waste Disposal 
HEALTH & WELFARE 
Animal Control 

Health Agencies 

Welfare 


CULTURE & RECREATION 


Parks & Recreation 
Library 

Patriotic Purposes 
CONSERVATION 

DEBT SERVICE 

Interest on Tax Anti. Notes 
CAPITAL OUTLAY 

Hall Renovation Art. #6 
Roads 


Approp- 
riations 


2001 


12,000 
1,500 
10,500 
2,000 
4,000 
1,000 
10,000 
3,000 
10,000 
23,700 


23,330 
2,600 
22,000 
1,000 
130,000 
2,000 
30,000 
60,000 


1,000 


1,000 


40,000 
60,000 


OPERATING TRANSFERS OUT 


To Capital Reserve Fund 
SUBTOTAL 1 


40,000 


522,080 
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Expend- 
itures 


2001 


12,500 
1,398 


25,619 
2,653 
22,000 
ne 


140,739 
1,818 
40,767 


62,053 


650 
3,429 
341 


1,381 
18,100 
150 
1,257 


-0- 


-0- 
54,959 


40,000 
480,625 


Select- 
men’s 
Budget 
2002 


12,500 
2,000 
10,500 
2,500 


4,000 


1,000 
5,000 
3,000 
10,000 
23,700 


23,100 
2,700 
22,000 
1,000 
140,000 
2,000 
30,000 
67,000 


1,000 
8,000 


1,000 


60,000 


455,950 


23,100 
2,700 
22,000 
1,000 


140,000 
2,000 
30,000 
67,000 
1,000 
8,000 
2,000 
1,600 
18,600 
150 
600 


1,000 


50,000 


445,950 


Not Recommended 10,000 for roads. 


SPECIAL WARRANT ARTICLES 


Parking Lot 

Town Hall Addition 40,000 -0- 
Highway Equip. 15,000 15,000 
Revaluation 25,000 25,000 
Dump Closure -0- -0- 
Salt Shed & Salt 


SUBTOTAL 2 RECOMMENDED 


SOURCE OF REVENUE 


Estimated 

Revenues 

TAXES 2001 

Land Use Change Taxes 700 

Timber Taxes 12,000 
Int. & Penalties 

on Delinquent Taxes 15,000 

Excavation Tax 70 


LICENSES, PERMITS & FEES 


Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 75,100 
Building Permits 250 
Other Licenses, 

Permits & Fees 1,000 
FROM STATE 
Shared Revenues 9,500 
Meals & Rooms Tax Dist. 15,000 
Highway Block Grant 105,913 
State & Fed. Forest 

Land Reim. 300 
CHARGES FOR SERVICES 
Income from Depts. 400 
Other Charges 2,000 
MISC. REVENUES 
Sale of Municipal Prop. 5,000 
Int. on Investments 5,000 
Other 1,000 
INTERFUND OPERATING 
TRANSFERS IN 
From Trust & Agency Funds 2,000 


OTHER FINANCING SOURCES 
Proc. from Long Term 


Bonds & Notes 75,000 
Amts. Voted from F/B 
(“Surplus”) 71,000 


TOTAL ESTIMATED 
REVENUE & CREDITS 396,183 
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27,000 
507,000 
15,000 
25,000 
25,000 
8,000 
607,000 


Actual 
Revenues 
2001 

4,955 
19,035 


18,719 
78 


79,738 


614 
Pas 

ed et AF 
105,913 
300 


2,003 
1,983 


33,153 


10,283 
9,180 


1,523 


-0- 
-0- 


318,975 


27,000 
507,000 
15,000 
25,000 
25,000 
3,000 
602,000 


Not Recom. 


5,000 


Estimated 
Revenue 
2002 

-0- 

12,000 


15,000 
75 


80,000 


1,000 
9,700 
20,000 
109,110 
300 


1,000 
2,000 


2,000 


5,000 
1,000 


2,000 


434,000 
100,000 


794,185 


BUDGET SUMMARY 


Selectmen’s 

Recommended 

Subtotal 1 Appropriations 455,950 
Subtotal 2 Spec. Warrant Artcles 607,000 
Total Appropriations Recommended 1,052,950 
Less: Amt. of Est. Revenues & Credits 794,185 
Estimated Amt. of Taxes to be raised 268,765 


Max. Increase to Budget Committee’s 
Recommended Budget per RSA 32:18 is 61,395.00 
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Budget 
Committee’s 
445,950 
602,000 
1,047,950 
794,185 
253,765 


Minutes for Town Meeting 
March 13, 2001 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Acworth in the County of Sullivan in said state, qualified to vote in Town 
affairs: 


You are hereby notified to bring in your votes for Town Officers, and any other questions, to the Town Hall 
on Tuesday the 13™ day of March next, between the hours of 10:00 of the clock in the morning until nine of 
the clock in the evening to act upon the following: 


Kenneth Grant, Moderator, called the meeting to order. He read the Town Warrant and we had the pledge 
of allegiance. He then asked for a moment of silence in the memory of Gladys Ring-Bogle as she passed 
away suddenly last November and had served as Supervisor of the Checklist for many years. 


ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following Town Officers. 


Selectmen — Lyman Young — 3 Year Term 

Tax Collector — Grant Tallman — 1 Year Term 

Treasurer — Earl F. Luther, Jr — 1 Year Term 

Town Clerk — Brenda Longley — 3 Year Term 

Auditor — Cheryl Fernald — 1 Year Term 

Trustee of Trust Funds — Alston Barrett — 3 Year Term 

Library Trustee — Marguerite Hanson — 3 Year Term 

Road Committee - David McWethy — 3 Year Term 

Hugh Gendron — 3 Year Term 

Planning Board — Bruce Bascom — 3 Year Term 
William Symonds — 3 Year Term 

Budget Committee — Ralph Balla—3 Year Term 

Hugh Gendron — 3 Year Term 


ARTICLE TWO: To vote by non-partisan ballot for amendment to the town Floodplain Development 
Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board, which makes, minor, non-substantive amendments to the 
Ordinance as required by the State Board of Planning. Motion passed as by the ballot count. 


Ballot Vote VES. 157 NO 45 


ARTICLE THREE: Motion was made by John Huber and seconded by Raphael Nabatoff to accept the 
minutes of the Town Meeting of March 14, 2000. Motion passed. 


ARTICLE FOUR: Motion was made by John Huber and seconded by Sam Stephens to empower the 
Selectmen to serve as pound keepers, measurers of wood and fence viewers. Motion passed. 


ARTICLE FIVE: Motion was made by Jim Brown and seconded by Caroline Barth to vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $106,000.00 for an addition to the Town Hall with $75,000.00 (Seventy-Five 
Thousand Dollars) to come from a Three (3) Year Note and the balance $31,000.00 to come from the Fund 
Balance(surplus). 

Passage of this article shall override the 10% limit imposed on this appropriation due to non- 
recommendation of the Budget Committee. The Selectmen recommend this article. 2/3 Vote required. 
This article was amended to read as follows with discussion: To raise and appropriate the sum of 
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$106,000.00 for an addition to the Town Hall with $75,000.00(Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars) to come 
from a Three (3) Year Note issued under the Municipal Finance Act, RSA Chapter 33 and the balance 
$3 1,000.00 to come from the Fund Balance (surplus). After lengthy discussion this amended motion was 
voted on with a show of hands. YES 50 NO 20 


More discussion on the amendment to the motion and a Motion was made by Thomas Esslinger and 
seconded by Linda Christie to postpone consideration of Article 5 indefinitely. Motion passed. 


ARTICLE SIX: Motion was made by Ralph Balla and seconded by Jim Brown to raise and appropriate 
$40,000.00 for Town Hall Renovation said sum to come from the Fund Balance (surplus). 

The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend this article. Majority vote required. 

Motion passed. 


ARTICLE SEVEN: Motion was made by John Balla and seconded by Sarah Eaton to vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $15,000.00 to be placed in the existing Capital Reserve Fund for the purchase of 
Highway Equipment. The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend this article. Majority vote 
required. Motion Passed 


ARTICLE EIGHT: Motion was made by Ralph Balla and seconded by Geraldine Rudenfeldt to authorize 
the establishment of a capital reserve fund (Pursuant to RSA Chapter 35) for the future revaluation of the 
Town and to raise and appropriate the sum of $25,000.00 towards this purpose, and appoint the Selectmen 
as agents to expend from the fund. 

The Selectmen and Budget Committee recommend this appropriation. (Majority Vote Required.) Motion 
Passed. 


ARTICLE NINE: Motion was made by Geraldine Rudenfeldt and seconded by Sam Stephens to see if the 
Town will vote to appropriate $20,000.00 as part of the matching grant funds being pursued by the 
Conservation Commission to purchase the development rights on 200 more or less acres of the David Lyle 
property. If the Conservation Commission’s Application regarding this property is not accepted by the 
grantors by October 1, 2001, the money will not be appropriated by the town. By Petition. The Selectmen 
and Budget Committee do not recommend this article. 


After discussion Debbie Hinman made the motion and John Tuthill seconded to table Article 9 until a 
special Town Meeting or next regular Town Meeting. Motion Tabled. 


ARTICLE TEN: Motion was made by Peter Wotowiec and seconded by Gerald DeMuro to see if the 
Town will vote to deposit 100% of the revenue collected pursuant to RSA 79-A (the land use change tax) in 
the conservation fund in accordance with RSA 36-A:5 III as authorized by RSA 79-A:25 III. By Petition. 
The Selectmen and Budget Committee do not recommend this article. Motion passed by hand count. 

YES 44 NO 41 


ARTICLE ELEVEN: Motion was made by John Huber and seconded by Geraldine Rudenfeldt to see if the 
Town will authorize the Selectmen to borrow money in anticipation of taxes. Motion passed. 


WENT TO ARTICLE 14 —-OTHER BUSINESS 


Motion was made by John Balla and seconded by Jack Rieck to see if the Town will authorize the 
establishment of a Town Offices Committee. Said Committee to consist of seven members appointed by 
the Moderator, with at least one each from Selectmen, Budget, Planning, Zoning and Conservation. Said 


Committee to present detailed Town Office proposals for the March 2002 Town Meeting. Motion was 
passed. 
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ARTICLE TWELVE: Motion was made by John Huber and seconded by Jim Brown to see if the Town 
will vote to raise sums of money as may be necessary to defray Town Charges for the ensuing year and 
make appropriations of the same as recommended in the budget by the Budget Committee. 

Budget was amended as follows: John Balla made a motion and Jack Rieck seconded to add $5000.00 to 
Line4194 (General Government Buildings) and to strongly recommend this money be available to the 
Town Offices Committee for consultant fees and or property acquisition agreements as necessary. Budget 
passed as amended to add in $5000.00 to change the total of the budget to $441,930.00. 


ARTICLE THIRTEEN: Motion was made by John Huber and seconded by Sam Stephens to instruct the 
Acworth Planning Board to proceed to develop a means of regulating the establishment of 
Telecommunication Facilities within the Town of Acworth. The necessary bylaws, changes in the 
Comprehensive Master Plan, Zoning Ordinances and Subdivision Regulations and Site Plan Review to be 
submitted for action, where required. Motion passed. 


ARTICLE FOURTEEN: Penny gave a public Thank You to Earl Luther, Jr for his many years of service 
to the Selectmen as Administrative Assistant. 


Question asked to the Selectmen why land acquired by taxes grows each year? 
Suggested to Selectmen to review all the Town owned property. 
Peter Wotowiec spoke about the cutting on Town Forest Land by the Town. 


Meeting recessed at 9:50PM to count ballots. 


Meeting adjourned at 10:45PM after ballots all counted. 


Respectfully submitted 


(Auanct 


Brenda Longley 
Town Clerk 
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TAX COLLECTOR’S REPORT 
ACWORTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
YEAR ENDING 12/31/2001 


DEBITS 

Uncollected Taxes Levy 
Beg. of Year: 2001 
Property Taxes 

Land Use Change 

Interest 

Penalties- Other Taxes 

Other Charges 

Taxes Committed This Year 
Property Taxes 1,362,931.00 
Land Use Change 4,185.00 
Yield Taxes 25,583.00 
Gravel Tax 78.00 
Overpayment 

Property Taxes 1,209.00 
Collect Int. - Late Taxes 1,706.11 
Costs Before Lien 

TOTAL DEBITS 1,395,692.11 
CREDITS 

Remitted to Treasurer 

Property Taxes 1,225,650.25 
Land Use Change 4,185.00 
Yield Taxes 19,055.00 
Gravel Tax 78.00 
Interest 1,735.96 


Penalties - Other TAxes 
Conversion to Lien 


Other Charges 

Abatements Made 

Property Taxes 7,424.00 
Yield Taxes 2,104.00 
Uncollected Taxes 

Property Taxes 131,065.75 
Yield Taxes 4,424.00 
Interest -29.85 


TOTAL CREDITS 1,395,692.11 
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Prior 

Levies 

318,010.45 

770.00 

.09 3.81 

21.00 

400.50 

42.32 95.85 
4,956.11 
944.00 


324,722.97 421.15 


287,157.34 -0.35 
770.00 
2,666.10 
21.00 
32,689.53 
400.50 
1,438.00 
-3.81 
3.81 


324,720.97 421.15 


-100.00 


DEBITS 


Unredeemed Liens- 
Beg. of Year 

Liens Executed 
During Yr. 

Interest & Costs 


TOTAL DEBITS 


CREDITS 

Remitted to 
Treasurer 

Redemptions 

Interest & Costs 

Unredeemed Lien Bal. 


TOTAL CREDITS 


Last 
Year’s 


32,689.53 
393.49 


33,043.02 


7,047.81 
308.79 
25,186.42 


33,043.02 
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***ON LEVIES OF*** 


27,484.89 


4,203.88 


31,688.77 


17,931.50 
4,203.78 
9,553.49 


31,688.77 


Prior 
Levies 


17,850.01 


5,447.11 


23,297.12 


17,600.01 
5,697.11 


23,297.12 


915.20 


454.61 


1,369.81 


915.20 
454.61 


1,369.81 


TREASURER’S REPORT FOR 2001 


FROM TAX COLLECTOR 
Property 2001 1,231,367.56 
Property prior years’ . 314,654.70 
Yield tax 2001 19,034.55 
Tax Liens Executed 33,244.38 
Interest & penalties 18,718.58 
Redemptions 44,556.19 
Excavation tax 78.00 
LUCE 4,955.00 
1666608.96 
FROM TOWN CLERK 
Motor Vehicle Permits 79,737.50 
Dog Licenses & Penalties 614.00 
Filing Fees 4.00 
80355.50 
FROM STATE 
Highway Block Grant 105912.57 
Revenue sharing 9721.00 
Rooms & Meals 21777.29 
Honey Brook 299.74 
137710.60 
MISCELLANEOUS SOURCES 
Transfer station fees 1983.00 
Interest from deposits 10282.67 
Income from depts. 2003.12 
Reimb: Cem. Wages 1023.00 
Sale of Histories, Maps 548.00 
Refunds 2584.00 
Sale C L Property 33153.05 
Gove Lot Timber: Balance 8963.25 
Recycling Proceeds 211.34 
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Rent of Town Property 75.00 


Various fees 1120.99 

Civil Forfeitures 75.00 

Gift 600.00 

From For. Main. Fund 7000.00 
69622.42 
TOTAL RECEIPTS 1954297.48 
GRANT TOTAL Inc Prev Bal of 193867 2148164.48 
Less Payments and Net Bank Charges 1700805.65 
Cash Balance 4473158.83 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION ACCOUNT — SBW 


Balance 1/15/01 3765.86 
Deposits (Luct) 661.00 
Interest 76.42 
Withdrawal 1004.12 
Balance 1/15/02 3499.16 


FOREST MAINTENANCE FUND —NEW ACCOUNT AT SBW 


Gove Timber Proceeds. 9963.25 

Forester Services (960.00) 

Initial Deposit 9003.25 

Interest 42.89 

Withdrawal: Town 7000.00 

Balance 12/31/01 2046.14 


Earl F. Luther, Jr. 
Treasurer 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS & EXPENDITURES 


TILE OF APPRO- 
APPROPRIATION PRIATION 


Town Officers’ Salaries 12,000.00 
Town Officers’ Expenses 23,700.00 
Election & Registration 1,500.00 


Planning & Zoning 1,000.00 
General Gov’t Bldgs. 10,000.00 
Police 23,330.00 
Fire 22,000.00 
Civil Defense 1,000.00 
Cemeteries 3,000.00 
Legal Expenses 4,000.00 
Road Improvement 65,000.00 
Road Signs 500.00 


Highway Maintenance _ 130,000.00 
General Highway Expense 30,000.00 


Street Lighting 2,000.00 
Solid Waste Disposal 60,000.00 
Health 8,000.00 
Ambulance 2,600.00 
Animal Control 1,000.00 
Welfare 2,500.00 
Library Operating 18,100.00 
Parks & Recreation 1,600.00 
Memorial Day 150.00 


Conservation Commission 600.00 
Principal: Long Term Notes _—_ -0- 


Interest: All 1,000.00 
Revaluation of Property 2,500.00 
Road Improvement 60,000.00 
Insurance 10,000.00 
Social Security 10,500.00 
Capital Reserve - 40,000.00 
Town Hall 


Capital Reserve Funds 40,000.00 


TOTALS 522,080.00 


*Reimbursement from other sources 


EXPENDITURES 


12,500.00 
17,665.00 
1,398.00 
729.00 
10,468.00 
25,617.00 
22,000.00 
-0- 
1,523.00 
521.00 
58,414.00 
ye 
140,739.00 
40,767.00 
1,818.00 
62,053.00 
3,429.00 
2,653.00 
650.00 
341.00 
18,100.00 
1,381.00 
150.00 
1601.00 


54,959.00 
9,314.00 
10,045.00 


40,000.00 


481,397.00 
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UNEXPENDED 


6035.00 
102.00 
271.00 


1000.00 
1477.00 
3479.00 

6586.00 
500.00 


182.00 


4571.00 


350.00 
2159.00 


219.00 


1000.00 
1524.00 
5041.00 
686.00 
455.00 
40,000.00 


68,551.00 


OVER- 
DRAFT 


500.00 
468.00 


2,287.00* 


10739.00 
10767.00 


2053.00 


53.00 


1001.00* 


27,868.00 


SUMMARY OF DETAILED PAYMENTS 


TOWN OFFICERS’ SALARIES 


John W. Balla — Selectmen 

Camelia Amell — Selectmen 

Lyman A. Young — Selectmen 
Grant Tallman — Tax Collector 
Hugh Gendron — Dep. Tax Collector 
Brenda Longley — Town Clerk 

Earl Luther — Treasurer 

Cheryl Fernald — Auditor 

Donna Dutton — Health Officer 


ELECTIONS 


P/R 

Public Notices 
Copy Costs 
Ballots 
Checklists 


REVALUATION OF PROPERTY 
LEGAL EXPENSE 
PLANNING & ZONING 

Public Notices 


Misc. Expenses 
Manuals, Ballots 
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1500.00 
1500.00 
1500.00 
2000.00 
2000.00 
2000.00 
1500.00 
400.00 
100.00 


780.00 
339.00 
110.00 
85.00 
84.00 


429.00 
195.00 
105.00 


12500.00 


1398.00 


976.00 


521.00 


729.00 


TOWN HALL 


Services of Forester 


Town Reports 

Postage 

Public Notices 

Outside Services 

Telephone 

Deed Office Recording & Posting 
Office Supplies 

Misc. 
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Fuel Oil 1243.00 
Electricity 452.00 
Painting Project 842.00 
Mowing 1390.00 
Repairs 544.00 
Flag Duty 120.00 
Supplies 83.00 
Cleaning, Shoveling 485.00 
PA System 600.00 (reimbursed by Gift) 
Railing 449.00 
Architect 4368.00 
10568.00 
CEMETERIES 1523.00 
INSURANCE 
Unemploy. Comp. 302.00 
Workmen’s Comp 3732.00 
Road Agent Disability 293.00 
Prop. & Liability 4987.00 
9314.00 
TOWN OFFICER’S EXPENSES 
Administrative Ass’t Salary 6280.00 
Computer & Printer 2386.00 


301.00 (Forest Maint fund owes 


1522.00 
1199.00 
754.00 
1097.00 
1108.00 
383.00 
654.00 
1551.00 


17235.00 


POLICE 


Salaries P/R 
Secretary — P/R 
Dispatch 
Supplies 

Gas 

Cruiser Maintenance 
Reimbursements 
Radio 
Telephone 

Misc. 

Pager 
Publications 


AMBULANCE 

FIRE 

| EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE 


P/R: Salary & Wages 

Health Insurance 

Materials (Gravel & Shurpac) 
Salt 

Sand Screening, Piling 
Mower Rental & Chipper 
Emergency Plowing 
Emergency Tow 

Culverts 


STREET LIGHTING 


HEALTH AND OTHER AGENCIES 


Alstead Food Shelf 
Community Kitchen 

S W Community Services 
Sull. Co Hospice 
HHH&CS 
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12616.00 


600.00 


2842.00 


1052.00 
1128.00 
2817.00 
887.00 
2950.00 
329.00 
122.00 
118.00 
158.00 


90411.00 
20286.00 
10684.00 
2848.00 
7785.00 
2880.00 
4313.00 
676.00 
856.00 


600.00 
500.00 
500.00 
250.00 
1,579.00 


25619.00 


2653.00 


22000.00 


-0- 


140739.00 


1818.00 


3429.00 


GENERAL EXPENSES: HIGHWAY 


ANIMAL CONTROL 


Repairs, Parts 
Diesel Fuel 


Supplies 
Electricity 
Gas 


#2 Heating Oil 


Telephone 
Misc. 


Wages 
Dog Tags 


Animal Trap 


WELFARE 


RECREATION 


Portable Toilet 


Mowing 
Supplies 
Electricity 


Pony Rides 
Trout Stocking 


LIBRARY 


FICA 


ROAD PROJECT 


CAPITAL RESERVE - REVAL 


CAPITAL RESERVE — HIGHWAY EQUIP 


MEMORIAL DAY 


26 


25375.00 
7993.00 
2489.00 

919.00 
776.00 
2007.00 
486.00 
722.00 


464.00 
127.00 
59.00 


320.00 
240.00 

50.00 
252.00 
260.00 
259.00 


40767.00 


650.00 


341.00 


1381.00 


18100.00 


10045.00 


54959.00 


25000.00 


15000.00 


150.00 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


Crescent Lake Testing 331.00 

CC Assoc Dues 150.00 

NRI 1004.00 (Reimbursed by CC Acc’t) 

Misc Expense 115.00 

Luct 661.00(paid to CC Acc’t) 

2261.00 

SOLID WASTE 

Wages 7182.00 

NH/VTSWP 25510.00 

Gobin 7560.00 

Wastemanagement (WM) 15102.00 

Electricity 230.00 

Telephone 220.00 

4" Payment to NH/VTSWP 4000.00 

Misc. Supplies 2248.00 

62053.00 

Tax Liens by Town 32,690.00 
FMRSD 913905.00 
SULLIVAN COUNTY 224071.00 
FOREST MAINTENANCE FUND 9003.00 
Held in Escrow for Friends of Cold River — Transferred back 1125.00 
REFUNDS- ABATEMENTS 2584.00 
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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 


Motor Vehicle Registrations $ 79,737.50 
Dog Licenses 614.00 
Filing Fees 4.00 

Total remitted to Treasurer $ 80,355.50 


Pande hogy 


Brenda Longley 
Town Clerk 
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Town Hall and Land 
Contents 

Library and Land 
Contents 

Police Dept. Equipment 

Town Garage and Land 
Equipment 
Materials, Supplies 

Grange Hall and Land 

Town Common 

Sand Pit, Transfer Station 


TOTAL 


$109,000.00 


6,000.00 
113,000.00 
30,000.00 
5,000.00 
96,300.00 


267,000.00 


6,000.00 
56,000.00 
28,000.00 
30,800.00 


LANDS ACQUIRED THROUGH TAX COLLECTOR’S DEEDS 


Roberts Lot 280B 

R. Howard Estate Lot 231A 
Ball Lot 466 

. Buss Lot 357 

Callum Lot 485 

Champney Lot 260 
Crescent Lake Lot 101B 
Farnsworth Lot 279A 

Gove Lots — 207, 207A, 208, 208A 
Hurd Lots — Lots 55C, 59B 
Jennison Lots 623 

Morris Lot 871 

Nelson Lot 618A 

Onofrio Lot 140A 

Prouty Lot 649 

Shaw Lot 227A 

Turner Lot 68A 


TOTAL 


LANDS ACQUIRED THROUGH GIFT OR PURCHASE 


Acworth Wetlands Lot 253 
Peirera Wetlands Lots 263A, 263C 
Diggert Lot 255 

Pierce Brook Woodlot Lot 720 
Ward Lot 422A 

Mill Pond Acre and Mica Shed 
Five Points School Hse Lot 464 
Prince Lot 515A 


TOTAL 
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14,800.00 
17,600.00 
6,900.00 
8,300.00 
2,000.00 
7,900.00 
7,900.00 
41,300.00 


332,700.00 


33,400.00 
28,100.00 
6,300.00 
11,400.00 
18,100.00 
7,100.00 
9,900.00 
13,100.00 


3,600.00 
10,500.00 
1,900.00 
8,700.00 
10,100.00 
19,300.00 
7,000.00 
1,600.00 


$747,100.00 


566,800.00 


62,700.00 


SELECTMENS REPORT FOR 2001 


The Board has had a relatively quiet but very busy year. Due to this we have 
changed to meeting at 7:00 pm on the Ist, 3rd, and 5th Mondays with the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays devoted to work sessions as necessary. This, along with the 
new assistant’s continuing education, has helped us to keep more up to date. 


The Board regretfully accepted Camelia (Penny) Amells resignation in January 
2002 and wishes her the best at her new residence. We have appointed Tom 
Esslinger as her replacement and wish to thank both of them for their service. 


The most controversial topic would have to be the December tax bills. The Board 
would like to remind you that the Town rate went up minus 1%, the County 
went up 24%, and the School went up 36% over last year’s expenditures. To put 
this in better perspective, 2001 compared to 1970 would show tax burden in- 
creases for the Town to be 4 times, the County 16 times and the School 8 times. 
Also note that the average ($70,000) homeowners tax bill this year is $2,086, of 
that amount, $302 is for town services, $341 for County, and $1,443 for the School. 
It would appear that the Town has been shortchanging itself in order to keep up 
with everybody else. 


The Town Hall rehab work was not completed this year due to the Office 
Committee’s choice for new offices and the $40,000 to be appropriated from sur- 
plus was left there. The two sides of the hall which were peeling badly were 
repainted, these were last painted in 1995. The board feels the Town Offices 
Committee has done a thorough job in its assignment and although its solution 
seems expensive, it is a necessary expense if we are to have a Town Hall and 
Offices that are efficient and we can be proud of. 


The dump closure issue has arisen again and DES is demanding that we proceed 
with closure asap. The board has completed initial work on this project and we 
are at a point where professional assistance will be necessary. This year we would 
like to put some money away towards a plan, with completion of the plan next 
year, and final closure to happen within the next few years. As long as we ac- 
tively pursue this project, DES is willing to work with us. 


The board would like to see money set aside again this year for a revaluation in 
2003 or 2004. The state wants to see this happen and can force us to reval, it’s 
best to work with them. At the same time, the Tax Maps should be updated and 
computerized, along with computerization of the Tax Card information. These 
would be a tremendous asset for record keeping and security. 


The board believes that limited salt usage (or comparable materials) on paved 
roads would be a benefit to public safety. Unsubstantiated reports are that the 
town voted in the 70’s to restrict salt usage. The board urges your approval of 
the Article. 


The board believes that the Current Use program is one of the best things to 
have happened to the NH tax system, however, this system does increase the 
average taxpayers bill. As such, the board feels any moneys received from the 
Land Use Change Tax should be directly returned to those who have supported 
the system and therefore urge your approval of the Article. 
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Selectmens Report: cont. 


The capital road improvements program was primarily on the paved portion of 
Cold Pond Road last year. Next year we plan to work on the East Acworth Road 
and if possible, some spot repair work on Beryl Mt. and Forest Roads. 

Last but definitely not least, the Board would like to thank the members of the 
various Boards and Committees for their faithful service to the town. 


Respectively submitted, 
John W. Balla 

Lyman A. Young 

Tom Esslinger 


ZONING BOARD OD ADJUSTMENT 


The ZBA approved special exceptions for Alan Abrahamovich and for Jim and Nancy 
Howe, both on Crescent Lake. Both were for expansion of existing structures. The Board 
also denied a request from Paul Turcotte for a subdivision on Grout Hill. 


Ed Metsack, 
Chairman 
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TOWN OFFICES COMMITTEE 


At the 2001 Town Meeting, it was voted to authorize the establishment of a Town Offices 
Committee, and to request the Committee present a Town Office proposal at the 2002 Town 
Meeting. It was further voted to provide $5000 for use by the Committee for consultant fees 
and/or property acquisition agreements. 


The Committee was appointed by the Town Moderator, and consisted of the following residents: 
John Balla, Linda Christie, Rob DeValk, Tom Esslinger, Gordon Gowen, Jay Phinizy, and Jack 
Rieck. The Committee started meeting shortly after Town Meeting, and continued to meet 
formally an average of two times per month, in addition to numerous informal meetings by 
various members with outside experts, and other community interests. 


The focus of our early meetings was information gathering and included a thorough inspection of 
the existing facility and property, and visits to a number of alternative sites, including the Grange 
Hall and properties along Hill Road and in South Acworth, as well as a "needs" assessment 
involving not only Committee members, but other town officials as well. 


At the conclusion of the information gathering phase and after exhaustive discussion, the 
Committee unanimously voted to narrow its focus to replacement and expansion of office 
facilities on the existing site. Also after many interviews with architects, and potential project 
managers, the Committee decided to retain the services of John Jordan - an architect from 
Hancock, NH with extensive experience in projects of this type. 


Once hired, John has attended all Committee meetings, met with other town officials, has done 
extensive site surveying, and last fall, presented us with his first conceptual drawings. Features 
included and continue to include: 

Removal of the existing Town Office section of the building. 

Refurbishment of the existing Town Hall section of the building. 

Addition to the existing hall to permit more seating. 

Office section and hall at the same level. 

Additional space for meetings, town officials offices, and document storage. 

An open attic area for possible use at a future time. 

Addition of a parking area behind the church. 

An exterior design that will fit into, and enhance our picturesque town center without 
overwhelming it. 


Oe cat See Seepeane tee 


Following many hours of discussion, and a number of refinements, the Committee voted 
unanimously to support the refined plan. We feel that it will be functional and an asset the town 
can be proud of for many years to come. The Committee welcomes your questions and asks for 
your support at Town Meeting. 


Respectfully submitted by Tom Esslinger, Committee Chairman. 


Projected costs are: 
1. Construction costs - $436,000. 
2. Renovations to Town Hall - $71,400. 
3. Parking area cost - $27,400. 
Total - $534,800. 
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PLANNING BOARD 
2001 REPORT 


During the last year the planning board scheduled and held 12 meetings with 
two meetings not taking place because of lack of a quorum. There were a num- 
ber of minor subdivisions acted on and extensive discussions on developing town 
ordinances and regulations. 


The planning board continued its association with the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee 
Regional Planning Commission (UVLSRPC) and received advice, assistance and 
documents on a number of issues. In particular it received model ordinances on 
controlling telecommunication towers and impact fees as well as recommenda- 
tions on how to improve our subdivision regulations. The planning board was 
represented at a number of state planning board meetings and received valuable 
information on how to improve the effectiveness of our planning activities. 


Work has continued on an updated Acworth Comprehensive Master Plan and 
has proven to be a major undertaking. New State regulations on master plans, 
the new data from the last census, and extensive updating of charts and maps 
need to be included. UVLSRPC will give us help at collecting and formulating 


. the new data. UVLSRPC has new and extensive abilities to create publishable 


maps and charts for the town and will give us a big help in getting the master 
plan ready for republication. 


The February 2002 planning board meeting has scheduled action on a telecom- 
munication tower regulation for the town. A impact fee ordinance will also be 
acted upon. This ordinance will assure that the town will be able to assess fees 
on commercial developments that might require the town to improve off-site 
public facilities that are affected. 


A revised set of subdivision regulations should also be completed early this next 
year. The planning board is also requesting the town to give it authority to 
appoint 3 alternate members to the board so that it will be possible to avoid 
meetings where there is a lack of a quorum. This should also give the board a 
way to introduce more town’s people to the activities of the board. Since we will 
have a well-developed master plan, it is recommended by the State that the plan- 
ning board also be authorized to developing a capital improvements program to 
assist the select board and budget committee in their consideration the annual 
budget. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Rich Bishop, Chairman 

Thomas Esslinger, Vice-chairman 
Bill Symonds, Secretary 

John Balla, Selectman 

Bruce Bascom 

Brenda Longley 

Pam McWethy 
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ACWORTH POLICE DEPARTMENT 
2001 TOWN REPORT 


2001 has seen an increase in calls over the previous year. 2000 saw 2,103. In 
2001 the department answered over 2200 calls. Due to a major computer 
crash, the department will not be able to supply the exact number of calls or 
the usual breakdown of calls in this report. I am several months behind in 
getting out the necessary paperwork. I apologize to the people who requested 
copies of reports, but will get them out as soon as I can get caught up with the 
paperwork. The department went to the new State Astro Radio system this 
year. Once the state has their radio towers in place radio communications 
should improve. The department has run into a problem with the high cost of 
dispatching. Dispatch fees will go up over $5,000.00 in 2002. I am working on 
a solution to the high cost and should have a working dispatch system in place 
by the first of the year costing half of what is being requested for the year 
2002. The department was able to procure over $13,000.00 in radio and 
computer equipment for the cruiser this year at no cost to the taxpayers. I also 
recovered from the county the $2,410.00 that had been spent on the astro 
radio system. The cruiser is getting older and the maintenance to keep it up 
and running is costing more along with the high cost of gasoline this past year. . 
I will post the monthly police reports and the year end status report in the 
local town newsletter as I get them completed. Year end creates numerous 
reports to the State, Town and Police Standard and Training, etc. 


I would like to thank all the residents for their patience during my trying time 
of computer failures and cruiser breakdowns this year. It has been the most 
difficult year for me in a long time. 


Again I remind you to call the department with your complaints. It may not 
seem important at the time, but it might be the missing piece that I am 
looking for to solve a case. 


In September you were advised not to call dispatch on the 542-7040 telephone 
number as it was no longer going to be valid. It looks like I will be able to keep 
the 542-7040 number when the new dispatch system is in place. SO PLEASE 
KEEP USING THE 542-7040 NUMBER TO CALL THE ACWORTH POLICE 
DEPARTMENT. 


EMERGENCY DIAL - 911 ACWORTH DISPATCH - 542-7040 


David A. Webber, Chief 
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ACWORTH VOLUNTEER 
FIRE AND RESCUE COMPANY, INC. 
2001 REPORT 


For the period January 1, 2001 - December 31, 200, the Company responded to 
the following calls: 
¢ Medical Emergency-29 ° Fire Emergency - 6 
¢ Motor Vehicle Accident - 3 
¢ Emergency Assistance-6 ¢* Mutual Aid Assistance - 1 
¢ Forest Fire Assistance-1 ° False Alarm - 1 


TOTAL RESPONSES - 47 


Responses are now averaging nearly 1 per week, with a corresponding increase 
in the demand on our personnel and equipment. Keeping up with the task of 
assuring we provide the town with the best service possible, given the resources 
we have available, is an ongoing challenge. 


In the station this year the storage area for supplies was completed, providing a 
_ secure, safe space for medical and materials which must be kept ready. Vandal- 
ism damage necessitated replacement of the furnace chimney and repairs to the 
roof. 


In equipment, Scott Air Paks were checked for operational efficiency, with re- 
pairs made and replacement parts fitted where necessary. The portable pump 
was repaired and refurbished. Protective gear checks were scheduled to provide 
us with information as to needs in this area. Radio and electrical repairs were 
done as needed. 


In training, Phylis Mann, EMT Instructor, conducted a workshop for members 
on disease transmission, with emphasis on precautions and procedures for pre- 
vention. Three additional members were certified for breathing apparatus at 
the fall session of Meadowood Fire School. The Company participated in the 
incident response exercise held at Fall Mountain Regional High School in July. 
Drills were scheduled on some Thursdays and on Sundays in conjunction with 
the regular radio/alarm check. 


In conclusion, we wish to thank all those who have contributed to the Company 
monetarily or materially during this year. With your support, we can continue 
to attract more new members to join us in our efforts. Together, those new in the 
Company and those veteran to it will continue serving to the best of our ability. 
Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. at the fire house. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Acworth Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue 


35 


ROAD AGENT 
2001 REPORT 


Mother Nature did it again in the Winter of 2001. Muddy roads then snow, snow, 
and more snow. Keeping the roadways open and then pushed back for the next 
storm was the object of daily concern. When it all finally melted, the highway 
department began its repairs and maintenance on dirt and tar roads. All roads 
were graded twice or more. Gravel was put on Lynn Hill Road., Grout Hill Road., 
Gove Road, Gates Mt. Road, Ball Road, Cold Pond Road, John Symonds Road, 
Sawmill Road and Turkey Shoot Road. 


Ditching was done on the tar section of Cold Pond road and on parts of dirt 
roads; John Symonds, School Road, Turkey Shoot Road, Grange Road, H. Putnam 
Road, Heino Road, Hilliard Road and Tucker Road. Culverts were put in on 
Cold Pond Road. Brush was cut on Cold Pond Road, Luther Hill Road, Grout 
Hill Road, Ball Road, Smith Road, Duncan Road, John Symonds Road, Turkey 
Shoot Road and Nye Road. 


We worked on paving Cold Pond road to the dirt section as well as part of East 
Acworth Road and we hope to finish the rest of East Acworth as well as Forest 
Road and Beryl Mt. Road this coming year. 


The hilly terrain of the area takes its toll on our highway equipment. Major 
mechanical repairs were needed this past year with much of the work being done 
by the highway crew. The loader needed a new radiator, transfer cooler and hy- 
draulic cooler; the 4WD Mack required new brakes and transfer case. Repairs on 
the new 4WD truck included new brakes, seals and drums as well as new rear 
springs. 

We will need more gravel this year for our roads as the 1000 yards allocated last 
year did not go far enough. 


The highway crew has a good team with John Lyman and Bob Phinney. We also 
had a few part timers to help out this past summer when needed. We would like 
to thank area residents for not parking along roadways during snowplow sea- 
sons and for their patience while road repairs are underway. 


Don Porter, Road Agent 
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ACWORTH LIBRARIAN’S 
2001 REPORT 


The gift of a computer by the Friends of the library has helped streamline all 
interlibrary loans and cataloging procedures. In 2001 we borrowed 114 books 
from other libraries for our patrons and we loaned 56 books to other libraries. 
We even requested and received a book on loan from the Library of congress. 


Visitation was up in 2001 with 2078 patron visits to the library and 64 class 
visits by the children at Acworth School. Circulation was also up with 3,883 
items being checked out during the year. 119 were withdrawn as they were worn, 
or were outdated. 412 items were added to the collection, 242 were purchased 
and 170 were donations. The total number of items in the collection as of De- 
cember 31, 2001 was 7,968. 


This summer we offered the statewide summer reading program to our younger 
patrons. Attendance was good and thanks to a grant from the Kids, Books and 
the Arts Program, we all enjoyed a workshop and performance by Diane Kordas 
and her Puppets. 


Inventory of the library holdings is progressing and hopefully by next December 
_ the inventory of the adult collection will be complete. As we verify the collection 
we are also updating the catalog. 


2002 promises to be as busy as last year. If you haven’t made time to stop by the 
library please do so. I would be pleased to meet you and show you what a won- 
derful treasure your library is. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Holly K. Shaw 
Library Administrator 
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ACWORTH SILSBY LIBRARY 
TRUSTEES REPORT 2001 


Hello again from the trustees of the Acworth Silsby Library. My first thought 
when writing this report is that it has been another busy year for us at the li- 
brary. Our new administrator, Holly Shaw, came on the job in November of 2000 
and has given us guidance in many areas. She has done a great job in keeping up 
to date with library affairs throughout the state. Barbara Clark our assistant 
has been very helpful with acquainting Holly with our library. 


We have had some changes throughout the year. On the advice of the New Hamp- 
shire State Library the Friends of the Library purchased a refurbished com- 
puter from Keene State College that is compatible with the State Library pro- 
grams. Mr. Dennis Ear] of Acworth has been very helpful to our library this year 
as a consultant and setting up the new computer. 


Early in the year we started discussing a security plan. At times there is only one 
attendant in our library and in todays world that calls for a plan for the safety of 
our employees and patrons. Several suggestions came out in the following months 
and then in June we invited Officer Webber to a meeting and together came up 
with a plan that we believe would work if a problem should arise. 


This year the library book sale was the most successful ever thanks to the excel- 
lent efforts of the Friends of the Library and our efficient administrator, Holly 
Shaw. 


Reviewing policies is an ongoing task that we started working on early in the 
year. 


Income from our Jeffery Trust has paid for our new set of World Book 2002 
Encyclopedias to assure that we have up to date resources in our small library. 


Trustee Dennis Eaton is working in New York so found it necessary to resign. 
His input at the meetings was always very welcome and well thought out. His 
habit of doing little chores around the library will also be missed. 

To fill the remainder of Dennis Eaton’s term the Acworth Selectmen appointed 
Nancy Miller. Nancy is taking a keen interest and spending time at the library to 
become more familiar with her job as a trustee. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Ruth Balla 
Chair, Library Trustees 
January 15, 2002 
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RECREATION COMMITTEE 
2001 REPORT 


The recreation committee reports another successful year, welcoming two new 
members, Deb Bushway, and Lisa Brown. We also said good-bye to two longtime 
members, Red Longley and Mike Gendron. As a committee we would first like to 
thank Red and Mike for all their years of dedication and service to the town. 


We added a few new events for the children in town this year. In June, we had 
our first annual fishing derby at Earl and Esther Luther’s pond. They very gra- 
ciously offered their property to us and this event was a big success. We also had 
a small petting farm and pony rides during the Old Home Day celebration. A 
special thanks to all those who donated their baby animals and time. The com- 
mittee hosted a Halloween party this year at the Town Hall and we had approxi- 
mately 60 little ghosts and goblins visit us for games and treats that evening. We 
also continued with the usual events, we had 48 Acworth children in our soccer 
program this year and 26 children playing baseball. Our biggest feat in organiz- 
ing these sports was finding enough coaches, but in the end we pulled it off. 
Thank you to all of you who donated your time to coach our kids. 


The recreation committee also purchased a portable toilet this year to service 
our needs at the ball field and the skating rink. By purchasing this rather than 
- renting we will save the town a substantial amount of money each year and the 
portable toilet can be used for used for other activities in the town. 


We would like to thank Mike Sweeney, the commissioner of Tri-Town Sports, for 
his $500.00 donation to the recreation committee. We would also like to thank 
the Acworth Women’s Club who donated $50.00 towards benefiting our chil- 
dren. These donations went to good use in supplying materials and equipment 
for the activities we provided this year for our kids. | 


Respectfully submitted, 


Tammy Gendron 
Cheryl Fernald 
Deb Bushway 
Lisa Brown 
Mark Edson 
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This report discloses the trust funds, certificates of deposit (with dates of 
maturity), and a bank savings account, with the purposes for which they were established 
for the town of Acworth. 


The financial information has been obtained from Trustee's records, financial 
statements from banks and investment institutions holding these several accounts. This 
information is deemed reliable; having been obtained from year end statements, Internal 
revenue 1099 forms, and bank records. 


The above consolidated financial report has not been audited. An audited 
comprehensive Year 2001 report will be made available by the Trustees during March 
2002. Copies will be deposited in Acworth at the Town Clerk's Office, the Selectmen's 
Office, the Acworth Silsby Library, and as per statutory requirement at the Office of the 
Attorney General and the Department of Revenue Administration. 


Trustees of Trust Funds 
Acworth, New Hampshire 


Trustees: 
Alston W. Barrett 
Kathy Bradt 
Marguerite Hanson 
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2001 Annual Report: Acworth Conservation Commission 
In 2001, the Commission hired two Antioch graduate students to assist with Phase I of Acworth’s 
Natural Resources Inventory (NRI). This information will help us contribute to the upcoming Master 
Plan Update. The NRI Phase I report is available at the Town Hall and the library. 


Last March the town voted to allow 100% of the Land Use Change Tax to go the to conservation 
fund to be used for other conservation purposes. The Land Use Change Tax is a one time penalty 
assessed on any land that is taken out of Current Use. The town received $661.00 from this tax in 
2001 and the Selectboard deposited it in the conservation fund. The Commission is discussing how 
to best use these funds and welcomes suggestions. 


Conservation Easements 

The Conservation Commission continued its monitoring of the conservation easements that are the 
responsibility of the commission: 

the Pierce Brook property in Black North; the Raymond Roy property on the Charlestown/Five 
Points roads; the David and Alvin Clark property on Crane Brook Road; the Maude Moody/Bascom 
property on Derry Hill Road. The other conservation easement properties in town are the monitoring 
responsibility of other organizations. We offer our gratitude to the landowners who have 
permanently protected these properties. 


Logging 

Numerous calls were received this year from landowners concerned about logging activity around 
town. These concerns were about the breaking of beaver dams, the use of heavy machinery on town 
and Class 6 roads, forest stream and wetland crossings, disruption of hiking trails, etc. We have 
submitted a draft recommendation to the Selectboard that outlines procedures we feel they could 
discuss with all loggers to help minimize some of these things before they happen. We also have 
discussed the fact that many other towns require that loggers post a bond to assure that all roads are 
repaired properly at the end of a logging operation. We urge the Selectboard to look into this. 


Each month, the commission reviews numerous Intents to Cut on file in town. Landowners are 
strongly encouraged to seek the services of a licensed forester prior to selling timber or contracting 
with a logger. During the past year, many landowners in town received letters from out of state 
timber operations seeking to purchase timber rights if not the land outright. We urge landowners to 
be cautious, to seek the advice of a licensed forester, or, if interested in selling, to first ask abutters if 
they are interested in the land themselves. Using forest management practices that allow landowners 
to realize revenues while increasing the overall conservation value of the land can best be 
accomplished through careful long range planning. If forest land is in Current Use, the development 
of a forest management plan by a licensed forester is strongly recommended and can ultimately save 
landowners money in tax rates. The County Forester, Steve Wood (863-9200), is available to make a 
visit to your property. Our part time town forester, Peter Rhoades, (835-2346) can offer advice as 
well. We have many materials available on this topic and are willing to offer workshops during the 
year 


Town Forest 

Established by town vote in 1997, the Town Forest, sometimes called the Gove Forest, isa 300+/- 
acre parcel located in the northeast corner of the town of Acworth in the headwaters of the Cold 
River watershed. Timber management, wildlife habitat and water quality protection, education, and 
recreation are the main management goals established and followed by the Town Forest Advisory 
Committee, the Town Forester and the Conservation Commission. Specific information about these 
goals and about the forest may be found in the Gove Forest Management Plan as well as in the 
graduate student report on wildlife habitat. Both reports are on file at the library and at the town hall. 
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The commission completed a selective cut on 12 acres last winter and paid $7,000 to the town 
toward our repayment of the $15,000 that was authorized in 1999 to purchase 16 acres on Gove 
Road. Another small cut is already underway this winter which the commission feels will provide at 
least $6000 to the town toward our loan repayment. We have been pleased with the work of the 
Forest Advisory Board and our town forester. For the new logging operation we will use the same 
landing as last year to minimize the overall impact. We have selected a different logging company 
this year which will allow us to have two different styles of cuts to use in our forest management 
workshops. This in no way indicates that we were not pleased with the logger who worked with us 
last year! Another walk will be scheduled in the summer to show the results of both cuts. 


Snowmobile trails through the forest continue to be maintained by the Crescent Lake Riders 
Snowmobile Club. We appreciate their continued careful use of the property and the repairs they did 
to the warming hut on the top of the hill this year. 


Water and wetlands 

We worked with the Unity Conservation Commission again to complete our three annual water 
quality tests on Crescent Lake. Water turbidity is aggravated by heavy powerboat use and high water 
levels. We remind people that sand replenishment on beaches is restricted by the Shoreland 
Protection Act and building activities within 100 feet of the lake fall within state and town 
conservation zones as well. 


Green Up Day 


The Commission is very grateful to Barbara Davis and local young people for helping to organize 
this. Approximately 30 hardy folks participated. 


Outreach and Education 

Education and coordination with our neighbors included the following: 

e We displayed conservation maps and provided information at Old Home Day. 

e We organized a (well attended) walk at the Town Forest to discuss forestry goals and techniques 
with our town forester. 

e Three members attended the annual NH Association of Conservation Commissions meeting and 
workshops in Concord. 

e Wecontinue to communicate with the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning 
Commission, the Cold River Local Advisory Committee, surrounding conservation 
commissions, and the Crescent Lake Association to work together whenever possible. 


Household Hazardous Waste Collections 

Working with the Recycling Committee, we hosted a free household hazardous waste collection in 
2001 with eight dates at the City of Keene’s Recycling Center. While we realize the inconvenience _ 
of traveling to Keene, we strongly encourage all residents to inform themselves of materials that | 
require special disposal and to not purchase such items and/or to store such items in a proper manner 
until another hazardous collection day is possible, and most certainly not to throw them out with the 
regular trash nor burn them at home. 


Respectfully ate 
ruwmiek C an and nee we, © igeaeedant 


amuel R Stephens, C 
Deborah O. Hinman, it Chair 
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Town of Acworth and State of New Hampshire 
Water Quality Protection Regulations 


| 


| Wetlands 
State of New Hampshire permits are required for all excavation, removal, 

dredging, filling or construction in or on the bank of any fresh surface water or 

wetlands (RSA 482-A). Surface waters include lakes, rivers, brooks and perennial 

|and seasonal streams. Wetlands are areas saturated with ground or surface water 

|enough to support certain vegetation which grows in saturated soil conditions. 

| Questions: Call the NH Wetlands Bureau, 271-2147. Applications: Town Clerk. 


Shoreland Protection Act 
All property within 250 feet of the banks of Crescent Lake is subject to the State o 
| New Hampshire’s Shoreland Protection Act. Among other things, this Act requires 
certain setbacks for all buildings and leachfields, maintenance of a natural 
| woodland buffer, minimum lot frontage, and restrictions on the use of fertilizers. 
|NH Wetland permits are needed for construction/repair of docks/piers. Prepare 
| early in case your permit takes awhile to be issued. Questions: Call Jody Connor 
|at DES, 271-3514. Applications: See Acworth Town Clerk. 


Acworth’s Conservation Zone 
In addition to the above, and per Acworth’s Conservation Zone regulations 
established in 1973, no buildings may be constructed within 100 feet of “all 
| streambanks and shores of all natural ponds and lakes”. Only specific other uses 
|are permitted within this range. Building Permit denial by the Select Board may be 
| taken to the Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA) for special enumerated exceptions 
after review by the Acworth Conservation Commission. 


For More Information . 
Please check with the Planning Board (Rich Bishop, Chair), Conservation 
1 Commission (Sam Stephens, Chair), or Selectmen (Lyman Young, Chair) if you 
lare unsure whether or not you need a permit for activities such as logging, building 
or expanding a driveway, installing culverts, replacing or creating a dock or pier, 
or construction/ renovations of any sort. Landowners are responsible for knowing 
the proper procedures required on any and all work done on their property. In 
addition, contractors and loggers are held responsible for following all state and 
town permitting procedures and best management practices. Be sure: ask! 


The Acworth Newsletter has all town committee meetings posted on the back sheet of each issue. 


Con Com (2nd Wed) Planning Bd (4th Wed) BOS (alt Mondays) ZBA (as needed) 


If local and state regulations differ, the more stringent regulation prevails 
Printed by the Acworth Conservation Commission 
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HEALTH OFFICER’S REPORT 


As town health officer during the year 2001, there was very little that was brought 
to my attention that I needed to take care of. I received many pieces of mail and had a 
couple of incidences and the results of findings sent to me. I also have been in contact 
with Jackie Rielly and Bob St. Aubins about putting in a holding tank to replace the 


outhouse that is no longer legal or healthy to use. 


Sincerely 
Donna H. Dutton 
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HOME HEALTHCARE, HOSPICE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 
2001 REPORT 


In 2001, HCS Home Healthcare, Hospice and Community Services continued to 
provide home care and community services to the residents of Acworth. The 
following information represents a projection of HCS’s activities in your com- 
munity in 2001. The projection is based on actual services provided from Janu- 
ary to September 2001 and an estimate of usage during October, November and 


_ December. 
SERVICE REPORT 
SERVICES OFFERED SERVICES PROVIDED 
Nursing 144 Visits 
Physical Therapy 59 Visits 
Outreach 4 Visits 
Homemaker Hours 35 Hours 
Home Health Aide ! 115 Visits 
Home & Community Based Services* 1,407 Hours 
Health Promotion Clinics 3 Clinics 


*Home and Community Based Care is a Medicaid program which offers extended 
home care services to individuals who are in need of nursing home level care but 
can be maintained at home for a lower cost. 

Total Unduplicated Residents Served: 24 

Regularly scheduled wellness clinics, child health clinics, prenatal and hospice 
care are also available to residents. Town funding partially supports these ser- 
vices. 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


The actual cost of all services provided in 2001 with all funding sources is pro- 
jected to be $52,417.00 

The total cost of services provided for a partial fee, or at no charge to residents in 
2001 is projected to be $1,621.00 for home care. 

For 2002, we request a total appropriation of $5,000.00 to continue to be avail- 
able if needed for home care services for Acworth residents. 

Thank you for your consideration. 
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Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission 
2001 Annual Report 


The UVLSRPC is a nonprofit, voluntary association of 30 communities in Vermont and 
New Hampshire and has been serving the Region since 1963. The majority of the 
Region's residents work, shop, go to school and obtain most other services in one of 
the Region's three socioeconomic centers: the Upper Valley core of 
Hartford/Lebanon/Hanover, Sullivan County's Claremont-Newport job center, or the 
New London/Lake Sunapee area. One of our purposes is to guide, coordinate and 
promote sound economic growth and development, and prepare, maintain and 
implement a comprehensive regional plan for these areas. Your community's 
membership in the regional planning commission provides you with a voice in regional 
and statewide decision-making that affects the future of your community, such as: 
where growth should occur and what special places our citizens want protected for 
future generations; what the responsibilities are of job centers to the surrounding 
communities that provide homes for their workers; how to allocate federal 
transportation dollars to best balance the needs of residents with those passing 
through; and state obligations to our communities when they issue permits that may 
have significant scenic impacts, or threaten water quality, or change our villages and 
downtowns. 


It has been a busy year for us, with several new initiatives underway. With our 
economic development partners, we have begun steps to extend the eligibility for 
increased federal economic development funding that we brought to eastern Vermont 
this year to our New Hampshire communities in the coming years. The Upper Valley 
Housing Needs Assessment we coordinated began to answer some important 
questions about the economic development, land use and social issues interacting with 
our Region's housing supply, and the November Workforce Housing Summit we 
initiated as follow-up provided a forum to begin developing solutions. The transportation 
needs of our busiest population center are being addressed more cooperatively through 
our assistance with the creation of a public-private Transportation Management 
Association, and our rural villages will get some help steering federal and state 
transportation dollars to better meet their needs through our upcoming Rural Village 
Highway Design Guide. Building on our long history of involvement in the Connecticut 
River watershed, we are currently involved in watershed protection activities in the Cold 
River, Sugar River and Mascoma River watersheds in New Hampshire, and the Lull's 
Brook and White River watersheds in Vermont. The Mascoma River watershed work is 
coupled with our first comprehensive hazard mitigation planning effort. 


In addition to involvement in regional issues, UVLSRPC provides technical assistance 
to member communities with the development and implementation of local plans. Areas 
of expertise available include, but are not limited to, land use planning and regulation, 
transportation planning, emergency management, natural resource planning, mapping, 
community development and grant administration. Our professional planning staff, data, 
maps and library regularly provide information, guidance and training to local officials 
and board members and many area nonprofits, such as housing and land trusts, public — 
transit providers, and solid waste and watershed groups. 
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In 2001, a few examples of our work for the Town of Acworth included: 


+ 


4 


Reviewed and provided comments on subdivision regulations. 

Met to provide guidance on how to get started on Master Plan update. 
Provided consultant information for an environmental impact study. 
Provided traffic data. 


Provided comments on NHDOT proposed improvements to two bridges on NH Route 
123A over the Cold River. 


Provided information relative to Class VI roads and local policies to control development 
on them. 


We appreciate Acworth's participation and support and look forward to continuing to 
serve your community in the coming years. | 


Tara E. Bamford 
Interim Executive Director 
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BIRTHS IN TOWN OF ACWORTH 
1-1-2001 - 12-31-2001 


DATE NAME PARENTS PLACE 
4-3-01 Mari’a Jose’ Scott Luther-Houghton Guatemala 
Luther-Houghton Laurie Luther-Houghton City 


12-29-01 Wyatt Henry Lord Brett Lord Springfield, 
Mary Lord Vt. 


MARRIAGES IN TOWN OF ACWORTH 
1-1-2001 - 12-31-2001 


DATE NAME RESIDENCE PLACE 

3-7-01 Robert Stocker Acworth Acworth 
Winifred Chadwick Acworth 

8-18-01 Loy Alfred Wentworth Acworth Acworth 
Donna Brusie Acworth 

11-12-01 Harvey Bascom Acworth Alstead 
Margaret Spaulding Charlestown 


DEATHS IN TOWN OF ACWORTH 
1-1-2001 -- 12-31-2001 


DATE NAME PLACE AGE 
10-19-2000 Ruth Stevenson Kennett Twp., PA 81 
1-1-01 Roscoe D. Clark Westmoreland, NH 74 
2-1-01 Barbara Evelyn Putnam Keene, NH 83 
4-22-01 Wilson E. Lanphear Charlestown, NH 59 
6-3-01 Helena Laware Acworth, NH 74 
6-7-01 Edna Young Springfield, MA 96 
6-12-01 Bryant E. Doherty Florida 

8-10-01 Lucinda Helen Adams Lebanon, NH 46 
10-11-01 Anna L. Klink Unity, NH 

10-24-01 Pauline R. Clarke CT 

11-13-01 Michael Bakunas Claremont, NH 88 
11-20-01 Albert Davis Charlestown, NH 65 
11-28-01 Daniel Roger Young Lebanon, NH ae 
12-23-01 Janet C. Haas Unity, NH 
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